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COLLEGE-PREP PROGRAM FOCUSES ON HEALTH CAREERS 
MISSOULA-
A new program at The University of Montana will help high school juniors and seniors 
get a head start on a career in the health or mental health professions.
The Mental Health Careers Opportunity Program is a six-week summer session at UM 
that aims to build confidence and skills in disadvantaged students in Montana. The program 
offers academic challenges, outdoor adventures and the opportunity to meet new people while 
getting a taste of college life.
From June 18 to July 28, students in MHCOP will live in campus dorms while receiving 
career education in psychology, physical therapy, pharmacy, pre-med and pre-nursing. Students 
aiso will study, math, writing, public speaking, learning strategies and computers, as well as 
benefit from the expertise of guest lecturers, tutors and advisers.
Students will leave the college preparatory-style program ready to meet the demands of 
health or mental health course work at community and tribal colleges or four-year universities.
MHCOP pays a $40 stipend per day and round-trip mileage to Missoula. The program is 
funded through a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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Applicants must be high school juniors or seniors with a grade-point average of at least 
2.5; must have completed at least one English and one math course; and must be from a low- 
income, minority or other disadvantaged background. Applications and complete guidelines are 
on the Web page at www.umt.edu/mhcop. The application deadline is March 1.
Parents of MTlCOP participants are invited to attend a July 27 orientation, which will offer 
campus tours and information on housing, financial aid, campus services and more.
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